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GENEALOGY 


of  his  family  by 
Charles  6.  Martin 

In  order  that  the  facts  so  far  as  known  as  to  the  origin 
of  my  family  I  record  the  facts  gathered  from  actual  knowledge, 
facts  shown  by  records,  monuments,  and  facts  gleaned  from  older 
generations  before  they  passed  away.  I  do  this  to  hand  it  down 
to  my  posterity  in  hopes  some  of  them  may-  emulate  my  example 
and  thus  keep  up  the  family  history;  -I  do  this  with  hopes  that 
those  that  follow  me  may  be  good  loyal  and  patriotic  citizens 
as  those  in  the  past  have  been.  It  is  on  the  leaven  of  this 
old  patriotic  stock  that  the  safety  ana  well  being  of  our 
nation  depends.  This  class  should  stand  firmly  and  loyally 
by  that  institution  that  our  forefathers  constructed  to  protect 
it  from  the  foreign  bolshevic  and  anarchistic  element  that  our 
laws  have  permitted  to  flood  our  country.  With  these  remarks 
I  proceed  to  lay  the  foundation,  meagre  as  it  may  be,  of  the 
early  emigration  of  our  ancestors  to  this  country,  America . 

For  following  information  I  am  Indebted  to  Daniel  H.  Lenon, 
later  mentioned  herein,  Ben.1 .  W.  Martin,  my  father^  brother, 
my  grandmother  Elizabeth  Martin,  hereinafter  mentioned,  Muster 
Kolls  of  Pennsylvania  troops  in  Revolutionary  War,  Inscriptions 
on  monuments  in  cemetary  at  Camden,  Carroll  Co.,  Indiana,  and 
matters  related  to  me  by  ny  father,  William  Larimore  Martin, 
hereinafter  mentioned. 
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I  will  first  take  up  the  history  of  the  family  of  my 

mother  Louisa  Martin  (nee  Lenon).  This  history  was  compiled 

by  Daniel  H.  Lenon  who  was  the  2nd  oldest  son  in  that  family 

of  which  my  mother  was  the  baby.  I  first  take  up  the  branch 

of  the  ancestry  on  my  mother's  mother's  side  of  the  house. 

My  great  great  grandfather  came  to  America  at  an  early  date. 

Exact  date  unknown.  My  great  great  grandfather  on  my  mother's 

side  w^s  born  in  Pennsylvania  as  was  the  woman  he  married. 

They  lived  near  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  the  Susquehanna  Valley.  He 
1 

was  of  Scotch  Irish  blood  while  his  wife  w»s  of  German  extraction. 
They  married  there  and  their  children  were  born  there  and  my 
great  grandfather  died  there.  The  family  consisted  of  six  boys 
and  three  girls  to  wit.  James,  John (my  grandfather),  Thomas, 
Daniel,  Michael,  and  Jacob.  The  girls  names  were  Anna,  Kath¬ 
erine,  and  Mary.  Anna  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Carver. 
Katherine  married  a  Blu©(Dan  Blue's  father),  and  Mary  married 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Dye.  These  marriages  all  took  place  after 
the  family  had  emigrated  to  the  state  of  Ohio.  The  time  that 
elapsed  from  time  of  my  great  grandfather's  death  to  the  time 
they  moved  to  Ohio  am  not  able  to  say,  (They  settled  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio.)  but  it  w«s  before  any  of  the  children  were  married. 

Sometime  after  they  came  to  Ohio  ^y  great  grandmother 
married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Leaner ,  but  did  not  live  with  him 
long  when  she  left 'him  and  would  never  acknowledge  the  name, 
but  claimed  the  name  of  Lenon  as  long  as  she  lived,  bhe  lived 
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with  my  mother’s  father (my  grandfather;  John  Lenon  until  the 
fall  of  1629  when  said  John  Lenon  sold  out  and  moved  to  Carroll 
County,  Indiana,  (This  date  probably  a  year  late  as  tne  Cen¬ 
tennial  of  their  settlement  in  Ind,  is  to  be  celebrated  in 
June,  1928;,  They  settled  on  the  Wabash  River  at  what  is  now 
known  «s  Pittsburg  across  the  river  from  Delphi,  the  County 
Seat  of  Carroll  County,  Ind,,  later  entering  land  east  of 
present  village  of  Camden  In  said  County,  My  great  grand¬ 
mother  lived  with  said  John  Lenon  until  this  exodus  from  Ohio 
1 

to  Indiana  when  she  went  to  live  with  some  of  the  other  children. 
She  died  In  the  spring  of  1831  (  on  March  17th)  at  60  years  of  age. 
Prom  this  it  will  be  seen  my  great  grandmother  was  born  in  1?71» 
(Prom  this  it  will  be  seen  the  ancestors  came  to  America  at  a  very 
early  day.  Certainly  in  the  latter  pert  of  the  17th  century 
A.  D,  or  very  early  in  the  18th  century  A,  D. ; .  My  great  grand¬ 
mother  on  my  mother’s  side  was  from  Germany  where  she  was  born 
and  raised  and  married  to  s  man  by  the  name  of  Pox,  My  grand¬ 
mother  being  the  only  offspring  of  that  marriage.  When,  her 
husband  died  my  great  grandmother  left  Germany  and  cam©  to 
America  when  my  grandmother  was  about  two  years  old.  My  uncle 
Dan’l  Lenon  has  told  of  hearing  his  mother  often  say  that  v/hen 
she  cam©  to  this  country  she  could  not  understand  on©  word  of 
our  language,  but  soon  learned  it  and  entirely  lost  the  German 
language,  and  he  further  stated  he  remembered  well  of  often  see¬ 
ing  my  great  grandmother  reading  her  German  Bible,  Sh®  soon 
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learned  to  talK  English  but  never  learned  to  read  It.  I  do 
not  know  how  long  she  had  been  in  America  before  she  married 
again  but  she  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Kiser,  by  whom  she 
had  four  children,  viz:  three  boys  and  one  girl.  The  boys* 
names  were  Abraham,  Samuel,  and  Lewis,  and  the  girls*  name 
was  Susan.  Susan  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Henry  Dean. 

The  best  information  is  that  they  lived  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  near  Dayton  where  said  Kiser  died  and  where  my  grand¬ 
father  John  Lenon  and  my  grandmother  Elizabeth  Fox  were  married. 
They  were  married  May  10th,  1010 ,  and  settled  first  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  and  lived  there  until  1829?(1928>  when  they  moved 
to  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  and  settled  as  described  above.  On 
the  emigration  of  my  grandparents  to  Indiana  my  great  grandmother 
went  to  live  with  some  of  the  other  children.  Sh©  died  February 
15th,  1831  (age  not  known)  so  it  will  be  seen  both  my  great 
grandmothers  on  my  mother’s  side  died  in  the  spring  of  I83I. 

My  grandfather  John  Lenon  was  born  July  15  th,  1?84»  and 
died  November  30th,  1843,  aged  59  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
extraordinary  strength  and  his  death  was  thus  early  from  injur¬ 
ing  himself  in  lifting  heavy  stone  out  of  a  mill  race  he  was 
having  constructed  after  two  men  had  felled  to  do  so.  No  doubt; 
pride  in  his  strength  was  his  undoing.  He  was  a  farmer,  miller, 
and  prepched  for  the  Old  School  Baptists,  to  which  denomination 
the  earlier  members  of  the  family  adhered.  My  grandmother  was 

1790,  and  died  September  30th,  1843 »  at  the 
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born  in  December, 


, 


age  of  53  years. 

As  she  was  about  two 

years  old  on 

coming  to 

America  they  must 

were  as  follows: 

have  come  here  about 

1792  A.  D. 

Their  children 

James  R.  Lenon 

Born  7/26/1811 

Died 

3/9/1849 

Daniel  H.  Lenon 

“  1/20/1813 

II 

9/24/1891 

Lewis  Lenon 

"  I2/I3/I81I4- 

it 

8/4/1888 

Anna  Lenon 

"  7/17/1816 

M 

2/16/1852 

Geo.  W.  Lenon 

”  6/10/1818 

n 

8/5/1900 

Henry  Lenon 

"  2/U/1820 

II 

12/5/1845 

Johrl  Lenon 

"  8/1/1821 

7/24/1905 

Elizabeth  Lenon 

"  5/11/1823 

n 

? 

Mary  and  Joseph (Twins ;  "  2/25/1825 

II 

Mary  7/3/1825 
Joseph  3/8/1825 

Susan  Lenon 

"  2/10/1827 

11 

6/22/1893 

Samuel  Lenon 

"  2/28/1829 

u 

? 

Robert  D,  Lenon 

"  7/I8/I83O 

1 1 

? 

Levi  Lenon 

Louisa  Lenon 

"  2/12/1833 

"  3/14/1936 

;  1 

9 

(My  mother) 

Of  above  in  ny  youth  and  middle  life  I  knew  Daniel,  Lewis,  Geo. 

V . ,  John,  Elizabeth^  Martin) ,  3usan  (Cline),  Samuel,  Robert,  and 

Levi.  (My  mother  Louisa  (Martin)  being:  the  last).  The  others 

had  passed  on  prior  to  1858  when  I  we s  born.  The  record  of  my 

own  immediate  family  will  be  found  appended  hereto. 

Of  my  mother's  family  I  will  append  the  fellow ing  data: 

James  R.  1  think  left  a  family  but  ao  not  Know  details. 

fan 'I  H.  tenon  Married  Patsy  Cline  a  dear  old  Aunt  that  1  loved. 
Died  in  Ind. 
near  Camden 


Lewis  Lenon 
Died  in  Ind. 

Their  children  were  Robert,  John  Thomas  who 

died  at  Camden,  Ind.,  Louisa  (Heighland)  lived 

at  Delphi,  Ind.,  Nancy  (Seymour  Hance)  lived 

south  of  Camden,  and  Henrietta  (?)  who  married 

a  man  named  Nipple. 

Left  a  family  of  which  Pete  and  John  were  known 

to  me.  Lewis  died  In  Ind.  while  Pete  and  John 

lived  at  Guthrie  and  Panora,  Iowa.  Pete  was  a 

veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  John  had  two  sons 

who  live  In  Little  Rock,  Ark. ,  I  believe  In  the 

banking  business;  one  of  them  having  been  Mayor 

of  that  city.  If  Lewis  had  other  children  I 

did  not  know  them. 

Geo.  W.  Lenon 
Died  in  Ind. 

Married  Lucetta  Cline,  a  sister  of  the  wife  of 

Dan*l,  and  who  was  kind  and  good  to  me  and  in 

childhood  I  enjoyed  visiting  there.  Their 

children  were  Robert  (now  living  at  Salina,  Kans . ) , 

Levi,  James,  Douglas,  John,  Margaret,  and  Susanna. 

John  Lenon 

Died  in  Ind. 
Flora 

Married  Becky  Yerkus ,  a  good  woman  of  whom  I  was 

fond.  They  had  three  children  that  lived  to 

adult  age:  William  H. ,  Margaret ( McCain) ,  and 

"Mat"  (Rob Iyer ) , 

Elizabeth  Lenon  Married  a  John  Martin.  They  lived  many  years 

near  Galveston,  Ind. ,  and  moved  to  Gage  County, 
Nebraska,  where  they  died  leaving  two  sons. 
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Susan  Lenon 


Samuel  Lenon 
Died  Camden, 
ind. 

86  years  old 


Robert  S.  Lenon 
Died  near  Cam¬ 
den,1  Ind. 

I,avi  Lenon 
Died  near 
Camden,  Ind. 


Louisa  Lenon 
(My  mother; 


James  and  John,  and  one  daughter,  Louisa. 

Married  James  Cline,  a  veteran  of  the  texican 
War.  They  went  from  Indiana  to  Iowa  and  then 
to  near  Salem,  Oregon,  and  I  think  died  there 
leaving  children. 

Married  Margaret  Martin,  a  sister  of  John 
Martin,  above  mentioned.  They  had  three 
children:  Belle,  Clara,  and  Grattan. 

Married  Sarah  Caldwell  and  had  a  large  family 
of  children,  all  girls. 

Married  Lucy  Wright  ilast  living  of  the  generation). 
Their  children  were  Mathew  M.,  Cordelia  (died  In 
maidenhood),  John,  Charles,  and  Mary. 

Married  William  L.  Martin  In  1857  at  Camden,  ind., 
and  lived  there  until  tne  spring  of  1.6*65  when  they 
moved  to  Columbus,  Asnsas,  and  after  five  years 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Cassville,  Barry  county. 

Mo.,  where  they  lived  and  died.  Their  children 
were  Charles  Carroll! Myself ) ,  henry  A 1  ton ( wno 
died  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah),  one  infant  son 
that  died  in  infancy  and  buried  in  Camden,  Ind., 
Florence  Lucy,  who  married  Curtis  F .  Marbut,  and 
who  died  of  pneumonia  at  Columbus,  mo .  while  her 
husband  was  professor  of  Geology  in  the  State 
University,  and  William  Horatio,  who  married 
Emma  Evans  and  now  live  on  their  farm  near 
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Pioneer,  Barry  Go.,  Mo.,  he  having  retired 
from  banking  business  on  account  of  ill  health. 

The  above  history  could  be  enlarged  upon  by  details  but 
would  entail  too  much  labor  and  my  intention  has  been  to  simply 
make  a  record  that  could  show  and  outline  of  ancestry.  Of  one 
thing  1  am  proud:  Bo  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge  all  have  been 
law  abiding  citizens  of  our  country  as  1  know  of  none  who  have 
ever  committed  any  crime.  So  much  for  my  mother's  side  of  the 
house . 

1  It  will  be  seen  that  as  my  Grandfather  John  Lenon  was  born 
in  1784  and  his  parents  born  in  Pennsylvania  also  that  his  parents 
must  have  settled  in  America  at  a  very  early  day  and  were  pioneers 
in  the  Susquehanna  Valley  of  Pa.  and  could  not  have  escaped  being 
in  the  Colonial  armies  as  they  were  Irish! Scotch)  and  German-- 
I  will  now  take  up  my  father's  side  of  the  house. 

Interpolation:  It  will  be  noted  in  reading  this  family 

history  that  both  my  Grandmother  Martin  and  Grandmother  Lenon 
were  named  "Elizabeth” . 

Grandmother  Martin  had  a  sister  who  married  a  man  named 
Thompson.  They  lived  in  Camden,  Ind.,  and  had  three  sons:  Oliver, 
Daniel,  and  Henry.  The  last  mentioned  was  killed  while  serving 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  War.  Dan'l  died  in  Indiana. 
Oliver  became  a  prominent  preacher  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  Two  daughters,  Orizelle  and  Elizabeth,  were  also  born 
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to  this  couple. 

I  now  take  up  the  lineage  of  my  Grandmother  Elizabeth 
Martin  (My  father's  mother  who  lived  with  us  until  we  lelt 
Indiana  in  1669  and  came  west  and  who  died  that  summer  after 
we  had  left  In  the  spring). 

The  origin  of  tru,s  family  was  in  Scotland.  The  family 
emigrated  to  America  at  an  early  day!  the  exact  date  ol  which 
is  to  me  unknown.  They  at  an  early  day  account  of  religious 
persecution  emigrated  to  North  Ireland  along  with  other  Scotch 
Presbyterians  where  with  others  they  took  over  that  part  of 
Ireland  that  is  today  known  as  Ulster.  Along  with  others  they 
loined  the  forces  of  William  of  Orane©  in  defeating  King  James 
at  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne,  whereupon  William  became  the 
Protestant  King  of  England.  Later  the  family  emigrated  to 
America  settling  first  in  Virginia.  Later  one  branch  emigrated 
into  Kentucky  and  others  to  Pennsylvania.  It  is  from  this 
latter  branch  that  our  ancestry  is  traced.  They  came  to  Pen¬ 
nsylvania  some  years  prior  to  the  revolutionary  War.  How  long 
before  I  cannot  say.  This  information  glven  me  from  my  grand¬ 
mother  and  from  her  brother.  Judge  David  Martin,  who  owned  the 
land  and  lived  where  Edgert.on,  Kansas,  now  is.  Mis  stone  farm 
nouse  still  stands  on  the  hill  °cmss  Bull  Creek  from  above  the 
town.  William  Martin,  my  gre°  t  great  grandfather,  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  as  did  his  brother,  Thomas.  Their  Identity 
is  eyt  abllshed  by  reference  to  the  Pennsylvania  Muster  Rolls, 
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Volume  4,  Page  f|)|)| ,  being  a  member  of  the  6th  Pennsylvania  Heg. 
Enlisted  April  23,  1777,  Captain  Humphrey’s  Company.  Said 
William  Martin  married  a  woman  (name  unknown  to  me).  The 
records  show  they  served  in  the  Colonial  Army  from  1775  1783* 

David  and  Amy  La rim ore  also  served  in  same  war.  They  were 
from  the  same  neighborhood  and  their  record  is  shown  in  Volume 
4,  Page  445*  I  do  not  know  the  history  of  the  regiment  but  this 
could  be  obtained  from  the  Pennsylvania  Archives.  Family  legend 
had  it  they  suffered  the  hardships  of  Valley  Forge.  They  were 
from  Westmorland  County,  Pa.  William  Martin  above  had  a  son 
born  in  1772  named  William  Martin.  He  was  father  of  my  Grand¬ 
mother  Elizabeth  Martin.  His  wife  ?/as  Phoebe  Larimore ,  and 
these  were  my  great  grandfather  and  grandmother.  At  an  early 
day  after  the  Revolutionary  War  they  moved  to  Ohio  where  my 
grandmother  was  born.  She,  Elizabeth  Martin,  married  on© 

Jonathen  Martin,  a  man  of  same  name  as  her  own  but  no  relation 
so  far  as  known  although  of  same  Scotch  Irish  stock  and  of  same 
faith.  William  Martin,  my  great  grandfather,  died  in  aged 

60  years,  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetary  r* t  Camden,  Carroll  Co., 
Indiana;  said  cemetery  having  been  given  by  my  Grandfather 
Jonathan  Martin  to  the  town.  Phoebe  Martin  (nee  Larimore)  wss 
born  in  1766  and  died  in  I836,  aged  70  years.  She  was  thus  about 
10  years  old  when  the  Revolutionary  War  occurred.  William  and 
Phoebe  Martin  came_with  my  Grandfather  Jonathan  Martin  to  Carroll 
County,  Ind.,  and  lived  with  them  until  the  dates  of  their  deaths 
as  given  above. 
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Jonfl  thn  n  pnd  Elizabeth  Martin  had  six  children  to  wit:  David, 
who  went  to  California  in  the  day s  of  the  e^rly  gold  rush  and 
died  there  and  is  buried  at  Sacremento,  California.  William 
Larimore  (  My  father;  more  of  him  later).  Peninah  (  Gordon), 
Benjamin  W.,  who  came  west  and  lived  and  died  at  Columbus,  Kan. 
Henry  Thompson,  who  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  having  joined 
the  14.6th  Ind.  Vols.  at  breaking  out  of  the  War;  wounded  at  Bank's 
Expedition  up  Red  River;  served  under  Grant  at  siege  of  Vicks¬ 
burg  and  mustered  out  at  close  of  the  War.  He  lived  at  Topeka, 

Kansas,  and  then  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  died  and  is  buried 
1 

in  Arlington  Cemetery.  Phoebe  Martin  who  married  George  Weigel 

and  at  his  death  went  to  Kansas  and  married  George  W.  Wood,  one 

* 

of  the  members  of  the  early  Legislatures  of  Kansas  as  representa¬ 
tive  from  Cherokee  County,  Kan.  The  above  all  left  families 
who  are  now  scattered  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 

My  father,  William  Larimore  Martin,  born  in  Ohio  before  my 
Grandparents  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  moved  to  Indiana,  married 
as  aforesaid  to  Louisa  Lenon.  He  wag  In  the  tanning,  boot  and 
shoe  and  harness  manufacturing  at  Camden,  Indiana.  Soon  after 
the  Civil  War  he  went  to  Kansas  and  lived  about  five  years  near 
Columbus,  Cherokee  County,  then  sold  out  and  went  to  Southwest 
Missouri  to  Cassville,  Mo.,  Barry  County,  where  he  was  in  business 
until  he  died  at  the  age  of  69  ve^rs.  He  was  elected  County 
Treasurer  of  the  County  twice  And  also  County  Collector  of  the 
County.  He  was  an  Industrious  hard-working  man  and  respected 
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by  all.  My  mother,  Louisa,  died  a  few  years  later  at  the  age 
of  ?0  years.  They  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the  cemetery  at 
Cassvllle,  Mo.  I  never  heard  a  cross  word  spoken  by  on©  01  my 
parents  to  the  other.  They  lived  a  life  of  peace  and  happiness. 

My  father  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  Supt.  of  the 
S.  S.,  and  a  faithful  worker  in  the  Odd  Fellows,  as  was  his 
father  before  him. 

Jonathan  Martin  -  My  grandfather  on  my  father’s 

side  of  the  house 

This  family  came  from  North  Ireland  at  an  early  day,  like 

1 

the  family  of  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  they  were  Scotch  Irish  Pres¬ 
byterians  and  had  migrated  for  the  same  reasons.  They  settled 
in  Pennsylvania  and  after  the  War  of  the  Revolution  moved  to 
Ohio  then  over  into  Canada  near  the  Thames  River  across  from 
Detroit.  When  the  War  of  1512  came  they  being  of  course  Ameri¬ 
can  sympathizers  found  it  healthy  to  gat  back  in  the  United 
States,  and  moved  across  Into  Michigan  securing  land  on  the 
River  RaiSin.  The  battle  of  the  River  Raisin  where  Tecumseh  was 
killed  was  fought  on  land  owned  by  my  great  grandfather.  At 
time  of  this  battle  my  Grandfather  Jonathan  wps  a  small  boy  and 
he  and  an  older  brother  were  sitting  on  the  tops  of  some  large 
gate  posts  when  Tecumseh  rode  ur>  o  lane  with  a  body  of  his 
warriors  and  said  to  my  grandfathers  u Little  man  will  you  get 
down  and  open  the  gate  for  me,  which  he  of  course  did.  Tecumseh' s 
command  filed  through  and  deployed  in  an  adjoining  field  where 
they  were  attacked  by  General  Harrison's  troops,  and  there 
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Tecumsen,  the  famous  Cnief  of  the  Shawnee,  met  his  end.  Years 
afterwards  when  my  fatner  was  a  young  man  he  visited  relatives 
who  lived  on  this  farm.  Their  na^e  was  Navore .  (  I  have  a 

Daguemeocype  or  two  of  tne  Nevore  girls,  cousins  of  my  father). 
And  at  the  time  of  this  visit  they  were  still  plowing  up  Bones 
on  this  battlefield,  tfany  were  buried  where  they  fell  and  in 
shallow  graves.  History  gave  Col.  Dick  Jonnson  and  his  Kentuck- 
ians  the  credit  for  tne  billing  of  Tecumseh. 

Ky  great  grandfather  afterwards  moved  back  to  Ohio  where 
my  grandfather  met  and  married  Elizabeth  Martin  as  heretoiore 
related.  My  father,  William  Larimore  Martin,  was  oorn  in 
Ohio,  his  middle  name  being  that  of  my  Grandmother  Martin’s 
mother’s  maiden  name.  Shortly  after  my  fatner  was  born  his 
father,  Jonathan,  and  family  moved  and  settled  at  Camden,  Carroll 
County,  Indiana.  Laid  out  a  part  of  the  town  of  Camden.  The 
home  being  in  the  edge  of  this  village  ^nd  as  before  stated  he 
gave  tne  twon  the  land  for  the  cemetery  where  he,  his  wiie,  Eliza 
oetn,  and  her  parents,  william  and  Phoebe,  and  an  ini  ant  brother 
of  mine  are  buried.  Jonathan  Martin  died  in  middle  life  ox 
pneumonia  brought  on  oy  getting  wet  in  e  rain  as  ne  was  coming 
home  from  Delphi  where  he  had  been  to  an  I.  0.  U.  F.  Lodge  meet¬ 
ing.  After  his  aeath  Granamotner  Martin  lived,  as  have  already 
related,  with  my  fatner  until  he  moved  west  in  16*09  * 

r.-y  grandfather  also  gave  a  small  tract  of  land  to  oe  used 
by  the  United  Presotenans  x; or  cnurcn  property  and  it  was  so 
used  for  ^anv  years  when  it  vr  s  removed  and  t re  land  revested 
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to  the  Estate  but  was  enclosed  in  the  cemetery  and  never  claimed 
by  any  of  the  heirs  as  it  was  of  little  value.  This  tract  was  in 
the  NE  corner  of  said  cemetary.  The  family  were  faithful  members 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  down  to  the  time  of  my  father 
who  as  before  stated  was  a  member  or  the  Christian  Church,  joining 

same  after  coming  to  Missouri. 

To  complete  this  I  will  add  a  simple  narrative  of  my  own 
career  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  come  after  me,  if  any  benefit 
it  be,  other  than  to  keep  up  the  family  tree.  I  was  born  at 
Cam&en,  Indiana,  July  ?th,  ld58,  three  years  prior  to  the  break¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Civil  War,  and  although  only  a  little  over  three 
years  old  I  remember  when  the  14,6th  Indiana  Kegiment  left  for  the 
7/ar  as  then  for  the  first  time  I  saw  my  Uncle  Henry,  then  only  a 
little  over  10  years  of  age,  dressed  in  the  blue  uniform  of  an 
union  soldier.  (In  writing  of  memory  I  do  not  want  to  seem  ego¬ 
tistical  either  in  this  or  anything  else  I  may  indite).  I  remem¬ 
ber  many  other  incidents  of  the  Civil  Wart  Being  at  Lafayette 
ana  seeing  the  soldiers  drill.  The  death  of  Lincoln  when  my 
father’s  store  was  draped  with  crepe.  My  uncle  brought  home 
wounded  and  other  similar  incidents.  McClellan's  pictures  in 
the  Cinclnnatti  Enquirer,  etc. 

alter  tne  war  in  tne  sprint?  of  1B6':  in  February  my  father 
concluded  to  go  west  and  get  land  as  he  had  three  sons,  we  went 
to  Kansas  City  by  pail.  Crossing  the  Mo . . Kiver  on  a  ferry  boat 
°s  no  bridge  yet  spanned  the  river.  Kansas  City  was  a  small 
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place  on  the  bluffs;  streets  unpaved  and  west  bottoms  brush  and 
timber.  We  took  a  train  to  Olathe  as  that  was  as  far  as  the 
now  Frisco  was  built,  then  called  the  H.  0.,  Fort  Scott,  and  Gulf. 
We  were  met  there  oy  Uncle  Henry  with  a  carriage  and  drove  to 
Judge  uavid  Martin* s  where  Edgerton,  Hanses,  now  is.  we  stayed 
there  until  August  while  ratner  sought  to  buy  lanct  wnicn  he  aiu 
oy  securing  160  acres  three  miles  N.  E.  of  present  town  of  Col¬ 
umbus,  Hanses.  I  was  then  10  years  of  ag©  becoming  11  years  old 
that  July.  Before  leaving  Indiana  I  had  mastered  the  McGuffey’s 
5  th  Veader  and  Ray's  3rd  arithmetic.  When  we  settled  in  Chero¬ 
kee  County,  Kan.,  after  hauling  lumber  from  Missouri  through 
N.  E.  corner  of  the  then  Indian  Territory  we  had  as  yet  no 
schools.  So  being  rather  studiously  inclined  I  read  the  Bible 
and  New  Testament  through,  then  father,  who  always  encouraged 
me,  bought  me  a  copy  of  Josephus*  works.  These  I  devoured.  I 
secured  a  copy  of  Ray's  Higher  Arithmetic  and  mastered  this 
at  horns.  Then  a  school  was  started  in  Columbus  in  a  little 
old  frame  Baptist  Church  building,  taught  by  a  young  woman 
named  Anna  Wilson  (afterwards  wife  of  Bruce  Miller).  I  attend¬ 
ed  this  school  walking  31?  miles  each  morning  and  evening.  Some¬ 
times  coming  home  across  the  bar©  prairie  ^fter  niyht  and  coyotes 
howling,  I  confess  to  have  felt  rather  squeamish  at  times.  Then 
a  stone  school  house  was  built  at  Columbus.  1  well  remember 
being  to  town  and  getting  news  that  the  France-Prussian  War  had 
begun.  About  the  time  trie  stone  school  house  was  built  a  frame 


-15- 


school  house  was  built  on  corner  of  my  Uncle  Ben»s  farm  which 
adjoined  us.  Still  known  as  the  Martin  School  House,  (More  of 

this  anon).  Here  I  attended  school  the  teachers  being  Seb© 

Hollinshead,  Mrs.  Barnard,  and  Nelli©  Porter.  All  persons  I 
loved  and  whom  I  have  always  treasured  in  my  memory.  About 
this  time,  l87!t,  father  sold  out  and  moved  to  Cassville,  Barry 
County,  Mo.  I  went  from  there  to  Berryville ,  Ark.,  Academy 
known  as  "Clark* s  Academy”.  It  was  36  miles  from  home.  I  work¬ 
ed  one  summer  In  a  brick  yard  to  burn  brick  for  a  new  building 
as  the  old  academy  had  burned.  I  p*>id  for  two  years  tuition 
by  my  labor  then  lived  with  a  lawyer,  Eli  Black,  and  Aunt  Lindy, 
and  paid  a  large  part  of  my  board  writing  for  him  in  his  law 
office.  This  experience  at  this  academy  1  think  made  me  self- 
reliant.  I  enjoyed  it  all.  Prof.  Clark  was  a  Virginian;  highly 

educated  and  ore  of  the  best  instructors  it  has  ever  been  my 

fortune  to  be  under. 

I  had  now  arrived  at  nearly  16  years  of  age  and  went  to 
Kansas  and  taught  a  term  of  school  in  the  Martin  School  House 
where  I  had  gone  to  school.  Several  I  had  gone  to  school  with 
were  my  scholars  and  I  started  with  so^e  misgivings  but  my  school 
was  a  success,  and  the  school  was  offered  to  ” e  for  another  year 
but  I  had  promised  to  taKe  a  school  p bout  four  miles  from  Gass- 
ville,  Mo.,  which  I  did,  and  taught  two  terms  and.  then  a  term 
in  Kansas  on  Fly  Creek  in  Cherokee  County,  Kansas.  At  this  time, 
I876,  I  heard  of  a  competitive  examination  for  West  Point  Cadetship. 
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I  attended  this  and  of  tne  26  applicants  I  was  the  successful. 
I  was  pronounced  a  fine  physical  specimen  and  having  studied 


and  taught  gave  me  an  advantage  in  the  examination.  I  went  to 
Peirce  City,  Mo.,  where  the  examination  was  held  a  perfect 
stranger,  and  no  one  was  more  surprised  than  I  at  my  success. 

I  was  notified  to  report  at  West  Point  the  following  June  to 
be  examined  for  admittance  to  the  Academy.  I  reported  there  as 
ordered,  passed  successfully  and  began  my  career  there.  It  was 
a  hard  grind.  While  I  was  all  right  in  most  studies,  I  had  not 
ha d 1  fore 1 gn  languages  and  French  w»s  hard  for  me.  I  did  not 
fail  in  French  but  was  advised  by  the  professor  to  take  the  first 
six  months  course  over  so  this  threw  ra©  from  the  class  of  1881  to 
that  of  1882.  I  joined  this  class  and  continued  there  three  years. 
At  that  time  there  was  very  slow  promotion  in  the  army,  and  loos¬ 
ing  my  hearing  in  my  left  ear  incapacitated  me  for  the  service. 

I  returned  home  as  was  offered  Deputyship  In  County  Clerk's  and 
Recorder's  Office  at  home  which  I  took.  Later  I  served  as  an  offi¬ 
cer  in  the  Regiment.  I  served  nearly  two  years  in  the  Court 

House.  A  valuable  experience.  My  West  Point  training  was  of  great 
value  to  me  and  I  have  always  cherished  a  love  for  my  Alma  Mater. 

I  have  often  visited  there  and  received  all  the  attention  and  honors 
of  an  officer  in  tne  service.  Shortly  after  I  returned  to  Miss¬ 
ouri  I  married  Missouri  Keziah  Phsris  with  whom  I  lived  nearly 
forty  years  and  who  proved  a  faithful  »nd  noble  wife.  I  left  tne 
Court  House  to  go  to  Peirce  City,  Mo.,  in  the  old  Lawrence  County 
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Bank  and  there  engaged  in  tne  insurance  business  with  Lewis  L. 
Allen,  a  good  and  faithful  friend.  I  bought  ray  first  home  in 
Peirce  City,  paying  for  it  in  cash.  Here  will  add  I  have  always 
kept  out  of  debt  and  always  made  it  a  point  to  save  a  little 
money.  Save  a  little  money  all  the  time  and  you  will  soon  have 
some  to  Invest  to  bring  you  more.  Be  not  parsimonious  but  frugal. 
After  being  in  the  local  agency  nearly  six  years  I  was  offered 
work  on  the  road  and  for  a  couple  of  years  was  in  Mo.,  Kan.,  and 
Neb.  for  the  Home  Insurance  Co.  of  New  fork,  when  I  went  with  the 
Old  Norwich  Union  Insurance  Society  of  England.  They  were  pract¬ 
ically  new  In  the  West  and  it  was  a  hard  struggle  building  up 
the  business,  but  finally  I  had  charge  of  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa, 
and  Blacx  Hills  In  So.  Dakota,  and  later  planted  the  Company 
in  Oklahoma.  I  had  valuable  aid  In  my  son  H.  L.,  who  was  for 
a  few  years  my  assistant  until  he  went  to  Tulsa  in  a  General 
Agency  for  himself.  I  remained  with  this  Company  over  3>b  years. 
Was  always  well  treated  and  had  full  confidence  in  the  Company 
and  its  management. 

It  would  fill  a  oook  to  tell  ell  my  experiences,  trials, 
and  hardships  in  traveling.  But  the  noblest  soldier  of  all  was 
my  wife  who  in  my  absence  cared  for  our  children.  Hers  was  the 
greater  sacrifice.  She  passed  sway  in  July  12,  1920  and  lies 
on  the  hill  at  Cassville,  Mo.,  where  someday  I  shall  lie  by  her 
side.  May  we  meet -again. 

On  July  1,  1927  the  Company  retired  me  on  a  comfortable 
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salary  which  witn  what  I  get  from  Investments  will  care  for 
my  modest  wants.  I  was  for  many  ye*>rs  a  member  of  the  I.  0.  u.  **. 
Encampment,  but  deraitted  on  coming  to  Kansas  City  to  live  which 
I  did  in  Idyl.  I  Delong  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council, 
Commandry,  and  Shrine  In  Masonry.  I  have  been  a  Deacon  in  the 
Linwood  Blvd.  Church  (Christian)  over  20  years.  I  am  a  member 
of  the  St.  Louis  Post  of  Assn,  or  West  Pointers,  and  a  memoer 
of  tne  Association  of  Graduates  of  West  Point,  Having  oeen 
recommended  and  receiving  tnis  nonor  tnrough  classmates  wno  were 
uen^rars  in  tne  U.  i>.  Army.  1  am  a  member  of  the  Assn,  of  Fir© 
Underwrit tars  of  the  Northwest;  am  a  life  member  of  said  body.  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  I  only  mention 
these  that  my  grandcnildren  may  see,  ®nd  with  hopes  it  may  stimu¬ 
late  them  to  try  to  affiliate  with  these  institutions  that  are 
character  builders.  I  am  not  without  a  hobby.  My  hobby  is 
fishing.  All  should  have  some  hobby  as  an  escape  valve  for  an 
overload  of  energy. 

I  will  append  a  list  of  my  offspring.  My  oldest  son,  William 
Pharis  Martin,  was  born  in  February,  1883,  He  married  Bland 
Bayless,  who  died  in  Kansas  City.  Then  ny  son  went  west  and  is 
now  in  business  in  Amarillo,  Texas.  My  second  child.  Hunter 
Lenon  Martin,  was  born  In  Cassville  in  Sept.,  I88I4..  He  married 
Monte  Cook.  They  now  live  in  Tulsa,  Okla . ,  where  my  son  is  In 
business  and  has  two  lovely  c  ildren,  Patricia  and  Hunter  L.  Jr. 

My  daughter  Mary  was  next.  She  w«s  born  in  Kansas  City  at  2 32ip 
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Lydia  Avenue  when  that  was  a  good  neighborhood.  She  was  born 
in  I896:  married  Ralph  Metcalf  and  has  two  lovely  children,  Mary 
-  Elizabeth  and  Martha.  My  youngest  child,  Elizabeth  Martin,  was 
born  in  1903  at  S.  W.  corner  of  29th  and  Park  Avenue  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  She  is  still  unmarried  this  August  27,  1927.^These 
children  have  all  had  good  educations;  have  been  exemplary  child¬ 
ren  and  so  far  successful.  It  is  my  prayer  they  may  continue 
so.  _ 

Respectfully  and  lovingly  dedicated  to  those  that  follow 
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me  a  .  . 

Charles  C.  Martin  •- 
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